
Sunday School 9:00 am 
It is never too late for Children and Youth to join our Sunday 

School Classes.  If you need more information, please contact  

Patti Trail (Children) or Pete Guillard (Youth) at 344-3204. 

Greetings from First Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

 Good morning and welcome to First Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  We 

are glad you are here, and if you are visiting, we pray that you will return often and 

that you will consider joining us here at First church in Ministry and Service.  First 

EPC is a caring family of all ages. Children and families are special to us, and this is a 

great place to make new friends and to grow in Christian Discipleship.   

 You can join First EPC by Profession of Faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Savior; Reaffirmation of Faith if you have already made a Profession of Faith but 

have not been active in a church for some time; or by Transfer of Letter if you have 

been a member of another Church and now want to join First EPC. We do hope 

you will consider joining us here.  

  Just speak to Rev. Bob Smith or the two Elders at the right front of our Sanc-

tuary at the end of our Service today!   

CALENDAR 

Today, 2/16 Sunday School, 9:00 am; Worship, 10:30 am; Mission Team 

Mtg., 11:45 am; Reception, 11:45 am 

Monday, 2/17 Church office closed on Mondays; SIBS (Sisters in Bible Study), 

6:00 pm 

Tuesday, 2/18 SIBS (Sisters in Bible Study), 9:30 am; ABS (Adult Bible Study), 

5:15 pm; Chancel Choir, 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, 2/19 FirstKids, 6:00 pm; Youth Group, 6:00 pm; Carillonneurs, 7:00 

pm 

Thursday, 2/20 Men’s Breakfast, 7:00 am 

Friday, 2/21 Prayer Mtg., 9:30 am  

Hearing devices are located in the Narthex to assist in listening to today’s service 

Wi-Fi password is Guest2101* 

Elders 
 

Class of 2020 

Andrew Fuller 

Ed Kappus 

Scott Rice 

Mike Stoots 

Tom Turner 

 

Class of 2021 

Rea Brown 

Mike Bumpass 

Bob Collis 

Bill Gearhart 

Al Soltis 

 

Class of 2022 

Karen Hankins 

Doug McLaughlin 

Kaye Wilkerson 

FEBRUARY 16, 2020 
 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Pastor:  The Rev. Robert D. Smith 

Director of Music & Children’s Ministries:   

Mrs. Patricia K. Trail 

Director of Youth & Adult Christian Education:  

Mr. Pete G. Guillard 

Organist: Mr. William Turner 

Handbell Director: Dr. Erma Rose 

First Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
2101 South Jefferson Street 

P.O. Box 8538 

Roanoke, Virginia 24014-0538 

(540-344-3204) 
www.fepcroanoke.org 

Class - Age Room Teachers 

Children’s  

Ministry 

  

Infants & Toddlers 115 Dale Brower, Niki Payne, Amanda 

Young 

PreK-K-1 114 Mike Trail 

Children’s Sunday 

School 2-5 

203 Deborah Mattern 

Youth   

Grades 6-12 Youth Rm Pete Guillard 

Organized May 28, 1851 

FEPC  provides clipboards with crayons and children’s bulletins for children to use during 

the Worship service. There are two options, based on the age of your child. They are located 

in the baskets in the Narthex and Ramp Room located in the back of the Sanctuary.  We 

encourage parents to use these resources.  As a courtesy, please return materials to the bas-

kets for the next service. 

Children's Worship 

February 16 - The Great Pearl (#27) Deborah Mattern 

 Catherine Bush, Charlie Bain 

February 23 - The Sower (#28) Julie Smith 

 Chris Ayers, Sam Bush 

March 1 - Temptation (Jesus in the Wilderness) (#24) Donna Miles 

 Mike Trail, Hannah Bush 

March 8 - Jesus and the Children (#32) Natalie McLaughlin 

 Sally Bain, Aiden McLaughlin 

 

REMINDERS:  The deadline to submit information for the newsletter will be the 23rd of 

each month.  The newsletter will be emailed on the last day of the month and available for 

pick up in the Ramp Room after that.  (If the 23rd is a weekend, it will be the first work day 

after that.) 

 

If you or someone you know needs our prayers, please let the church office 

(lwright@fpc.roacoxmail.com) know and we will put your prayer request on the Prayer Chain. 

Reminders 

Elders:  Tom Turner, Ed Kappus 

Sound System: Kaye Wilkerson, Rea Brown, Scott Rice, Mike Stoots 

Greeters Ramp Room (8:50-9:00 & 10:00-10:30): 

 Feb. 16 - Tom & Helen Thompson 

 Feb. 23 - Linda Brown 

 March 1 - Lew Richardson 

  March 8 - Nancy Poore 

 Greeters Narthex (10:00-10:30): 

 Feb. 16 - Cathy Loving-Kirk 

 Feb. 23 - Trish Hawley 

 March 1 - Greg Richardson  

  March 8 - Andrea Guillard 

 Deacons on Duty: 

 Feb. 16 - Linda Brown, Carol Danielsen 

 Feb. 23 - Lynn Wimmer, Amanda Bean 

 March 1 - Helen Thompson, Sheila Harms 

 March 8 - Susan Guelich, Susan Blanding 

Acolytes: 

 Feb. 16 - Sam Guelich 

 Feb. 23 - Charlotte Bain 

 March 1 - Caroline Davis 

 March 8 - Stella Guelich 

   

Deacons 
 

Class of 2020 

Amanda Bean 

Linda Brown 

Carol Danielsen 

Susan Guelich 

Patty Hunt 

Jan Tyree 

Brenda White-

Edwards 

 

Class of 2021 

Chris Ayers 

Susan Blanding 

Pat Povtak 

Michael Ridenhour 

Helen Thompson 

 

Class of 2022 

Roseanne Bumpass 

Carolyn Fedison 

Marlene Flynn 

Sheila Harms 

Lynn Wimmer 

Adult Sunday School 

McClanahan /Good News - Room 207 

Koinonia/Cornerstone - Room 202 

Agape Class - Parlor 



ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

FEBRUARY 16, 2020 6TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

PREPARATION, PROMISES AND PRAISE 
(We invite you to quiet yourself in preparation for the worship of God when you hear the prelude music.) 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; and 

because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of your grace, 

that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever.  Amen. 

WELCOME AND INVITATION TO SHARE OUR LIFE IN CHRIST 

Prelude “Jesus Loves Me” Arr. Turner 

Gathering Songs  First EPC Preschool Children 

Call to Worship  The Rev. Robert Smith 

Leader: Our hearts are ready, O Lord, 

our hearts are ready! 

People: We will sing and make melody! 

We will awaken the dawn! 

Leader: We will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples, 

we will sing praises to you among the nations. 

People: For your steadfast love is great above the heavens, 

and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 
 —based on Psalm 108:1-4 

*Hymn “How Great Thou Art” No. 44 

*Prayer of Adoration   

*Prayer of Confession (unison)   
Holy God, as we examine ourselves in the light of your Spirit, we be-

come aware that of ourselves we are vulnerable to evil which blinds our 

eyes and closes our ears, which deceives us concerning both the moral and 

spiritual condition of our lives, and of the church. We confess we have 

many reasons that cause us to hesitate asking what Jesus wants of us. We 

are reluctant to hear the answer, and we protect ourselves with rationaliza-

tions for our secret sins. We like the way of life we have chosen, the atti-

tudes we entertain, the plans we make, the social activities in which we 

engage. We need the deliverance Jesus offers; we need the cleansing action 

of your Holy Spirit, that with our inner being set free, we may begin again 

to live as your faithful people.  Amen. 

*Assurance of Pardon  
Friends, hear the Good News!  Take comfort in the assurance that even 

those things that are hidden from memory, or are too deep for our words, 

are not beyond God’s forgiving love. God, who knows us completely, be-

stows pardon and peace.  Thanks be to God! 

*Gloria Patri No. 735 
(Let the children come forward during the singing of the Gloria.) 

 

LISTENING TO THE WORD OF GOD 

Children’s Time  The Rev. Robert Smith 
Children’s Worship is provided for ages 4—2nd grade in Room 205.  

Parents, please escort your children to this room. 

*Hymn “In Christ Alone” HS No. 52  

Prayer for Illumination   

Scripture: Romans 1:16-17; 3:22b-28  Page 1112 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Anthem “God Is Our Refuge and Strength” Pote 

Scripture: Matthew 7:21-29   Page 961 

Sermon “The Most Terrifying Words of Jesus”  

 The Rev. Robert Smith 

 RESPONSE IN DEDICATION AND OBEDIENCE 

Prayers of the People of God and Our Lord’s Prayer  

*Affirmation of Faith “The Apostles’ Creed” Page 845 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life ev-

erlasting.  Amen 

Offering of Ourselves to God and to One Another  

Our Greetings: Please sign the Friendship and Attendance Pad and pass it up and 
down the pew, noting the names as it is passed. 

Offertory  

Our Gratitude 

“The Doxology”  No. 731 

*Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn “Facing a Task Unfinished”  HS No. 38  

Benediction “Twofold Amen” No. 739 

Postlude “Chant Pontificale” Young 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

*The congregation is asked to stand, as you are able.  

Presbyterian Community Center Food Needs 

Feb. - Cereal & Oatmeal 

Announcements 

Prayer Focus 

Pray for Godly wisdom for our children. 

Ps. 91; Deut. 4:9; Proverbs 22:6 

Please join us Feb. 23 from 5 to 5:45 pm in the Parlor for our 

monthly prayer gathering. 
 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”  - - Rom. 12:12 

Today is Preschool Sunday. 
 Please welcome the families from the preschool as 

they join us for worship. There will be a reception fol-

lowing the service in the fellowship hall.  First EPC 

loves the preschool and we encourage you to get to 

know them better.  The service is broadcast, sound only, 

into the Parlor for those who might want to take ad-

vantage of a less structured environment. 
 

A brief history of First EPC Preschool/Mother’s Day Out: 
 

 In 1949, Rev. Lapsley and the Session at First Presbyterian Church began to re-

search other areas around Virginia and North Carolina that were starting weekday 

“kindergarten” at their churches. The Session, feeling called to meet this need in the 

Roanoke Valley, voted that such a school should be run at our church and should be 

self supporting with specified tuition. One principal reason for such a school in the 

valley was “the teaching of the bible in higher grades of our public schools had been 

discontinued.” Such a school would differ from the ordinary schools in that “bible 

lessons, hymns, scripture verses, etc. would be regularly taught as well as the usual 

other materials.” with “religious training to be woven into all phases of the program 

to offset the loss of religious education in public schools.” Children 5 years, that are 

too young for public school, would be taken, with one teacher for every 12 students.  

A committee was formed under Christian Education to oversee the endeavor. Funds 

were transferred to a new account, “Religious Education in Public schools”.  Furni-

ture and some supplies were donated by a generous elder. Miss Nell Boyd was our 

first director and received a salary of $125/month. Teachers made $75/month. On 

September 15, 1949, the first precious children walked through the doors. In 1982, 

our Mother’s Day Out program was officially started by a couple of mothers in the 

church who wished to have their smaller kids in some structured play program.  In 

2017, an official  scholarship fund, The Jerusalem Fund, was started by anonymous 

church members, to help with tuition assistance to those that are having financial 

difficulties. 

 First Evangelical Preschool & Mother’s Day Out continues to thrive and for 70 

years has sustained the mission of providing first rate early Christian education to the 

community. We are blessed to have amazing leadership and teachers and wish to 

show our appreciation to your commitment towards the children of the community  

and the mission of FEPC.  We are proud to be the oldest preschool in the area and 

we look forward to continuing this important mission, with the Lord’s guidance, into 

the future! 


